The Nomad Arab Camel Breeding Tribes
of the Sudan
spread rapidly. Arab armies conquered far west into
Kordofan, Arab administrators and tax gatherers pene-
trated the northern confines of Dongola, and Arab religion
and learning made such a name for itself in the Gezira
that the seventeenth century has been described as the
" golden age of the Sudan." The nomad Arab tribes
were left undisturbed by the Fung kings. Provided they
paid them tribute and produced a contingent for war,
the Arab chiefs were omnipotent among their own tribes.
Finally the Fung kings themselves became puppets in
the hands of their Arab viziers and the country was
wasted by civil wars between the opposing Arab " barons."
So that when Ismail Pasha invaded the Sudan in 1821,
he encountered very little opposition. Once established,
Turko-Egyptian rule was content at first to live and let
live. Taxation was light and the chiefs of the great
nomad tribes such as the Kababish and Shukria were left
to their own devices with a very real measure of power.
But the passing of the years brought about a grave
deterioration of the administration which culminated in
the revolt led by Sheikh Mohammed Ahmed, " the Mahdi,"
from Aba island on the White Nile in 1882. In three
rapid years he obtained control of the Sudan, and when
he died in 1885, Arab influence assisted by a religious
revival was once more supreme. Unfortunately, his
successor, the Khalifa Abdullahi, made complete misuse
of his opportunities and introduced a reign of terror and
oppression, which only ended with the advent of Kitchener's
army and the battle of Keren in 1899. Such, in very
brief outline, is the historical setting of the nomads of
the northern Sudan. Nomad Arab camel breeders are
of their nature the last to be affected by historical and
political changes. Living their roaming secluded lives,
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